
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- August 24, 1966 

Appeal No. 8881 S tan ton  Garden Sec t ion  3 ,  I n c . ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  Order w a s  e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
August 31, 1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- NOV. 1, 1966 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  appea l  f o r  permiss ion t o  erect groups of garden t y p e  
apartment b u i l d i n g s  w i th  d i v i s i o n  w a l l s  from t h e  ground up o r  from 
t h e  lowest  f l o o r  up and deemed s i n g l e  b u i l d i n g s ,  and va r i ance  from 
t h e  FAR, l o t  occupancy and s i d e  yard requirements  of Para .  3307.1 
and f o r  l o c a t i o n  of o f f - s t r e e t  park ing  spaces  anywhere upon t h e  l o t  
on which t h e  main b u i l d i n g s  are l o c a t e d  a t  2625-2653 S tan ton  Road, 
SE., l o t  1 4 6 ,  square  5871, be g ran ted  i n  p a r t .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) Appel lan t  reques ted  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing  t h a t  t h e  appea l  
be amended t o  d e l e t e  t h a t  p o r t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  a va r i ance  from t h e  l o t  
occupancy and s i d e  yard requi rements  of Para .  3307.1 and f o r  l o c a t i o n  
of o f f - s t r e e t  park ing  spaces  anywhere on t h e  l o t  on which t h e  main 
b u i l d i n g s  are loca t ed .  The remainder of t h e  appea l  p e r t a i n s  on ly  
t o  a v a r i a n c e  from t h e  f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o .  

( 2 )  The proposed p r o j e c t  w i l l  be  b u i l t  t o  a 23 pe rcen t  l o t  
occupancy and w i l l  have t w o  20 f o o t  s i d e  yards  f o r  each bu i ld ing .  

(3 )  This  appea l  i s  a p a r t  of t h e  same development considered 
by t h e  Board i n  Appeals Nos. 8197-98 and 8405. 

( 4 )  Appel lan t  a v e r s  t h a t  t h e  i n s t a n t  appea l  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
same ha rdsh ips  involved i n  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  appea ls .  

(5 )  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  has  an i r r e g u l a r  shape wi th  topographic  
problems. A t  t h e  northernmost co rne r  of t h e  p rope r ty ,  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  
i s  86 f e e t  and a t  t h e  southernmost co rne r  t h e  grade  i s  140 f e e t  and 
r e suL t ing  i n  a d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  g rade  of approximately  54 f e e t .  I n  
t h e  east-west d i r e c t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a g rade  d i f f e r e n c e  of approximately  
30 f e e t ,  f a l l i n g  from east t o  w e s t .  



( 6 )  Appel lan t  proposes t o  e r e c t  two groups of garden-type 
apar tment  b u i l d i n g s  wi th  d i v i s i o n  w a l l s  from t h e  ground up, and 
a s k s  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  be cons idered  s i n g l e  b u i l d i n g s  and f o r  
permission t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  wi th  an f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  
of 0 .9 .  

( 7 )  No oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  appea l  was r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  
hear ing .  

OPINION: 

The Board amends t h e  appea l  as f i l e d  and d e l e t e s  t h e  reques ted  
va r i ances  from t h e  l o t  occupancy and s i d e  yard requirements  and f o r  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of o f f - s t r e e t  park ing  spaces .  The on ly  va r i ance  con- 
s i d e r e d  by t h e  Board i n  t h i s  appeal  i s  a  va r i ance  from t h e  f l o o r  
a r e a  r a t i o .  

W e  a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  shape of t h e  l o t  and 
t h e  d i f f i c u l t  topographic  cond i t ions  e x i s t i n g  on t h e  s i t e  r e s u l t  i n  
a  hardsh ip  wi th in  t h e  meaning of t h e  v a r i a n c e  s t a t u t e .  

Fu r the r ,  w e  hold t h a t  t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  can be gran ted  
wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r imen t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and without  sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  impair ing t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose,  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
zone p lan  as embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and Maps. 


